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April 15, 2021  

 

Dear Partners:  

 

On April 15, 2021, the COVID-19 Dial issued by Gov. Polis and the Colorado Department of Public 

Health and Environment (CDPHE) expires. Effective 12:01 a.m. on Friday, April 16, 2021, Public Health 

Order (PHO) 20-38 will go into effect. While local public health agencies have the authority to enact 

stricter public health orders, they may not issue less restrictive public health orders. Further, PHO 20-

38 does not prohibit local municipalities from enacting local restrictive ordinances.    

 

At this point in time, El Paso County Public Health does not anticipate issuing additional restrictions above 

and beyond the statewide requirements that will remain in effect after April 16, outlined below for 

reference. El Paso County will not remain on the state’s dial system. The continued collaboration with local 

hospitals is a critical factor in this decision. El Paso County Public Health will address areas of concerns 

with targeted responses as needed above and beyond state requirements including adhering to state statute 

practices for reportable diseases. The health department will continue to use science, data and continued 

consultation with regional hospitals, clinical health care, cross sector leadership and elected officials to guide 

policy decisions.   

 

There are several Colorado-wide COVID-19 prevention requirements which will remain in place:  

 

Face Coverings  

 

Note, Executive Order D 2021 79 is currently set to expire on May 3, 2021. Prior to this date, CDPHE 

and the Governor’s Office will evaluate the need to extend this Order.   

 

• Face coverings are required pursuant to Executive Order D 2020 138 for all individuals in the 

following settings:  

o Preschool through grade 12 schools (including extracurricular activities), child care 

centers and services, and indoor children’s camps;   

o Public areas of state government facilities, and areas in state government facilities where 

members of the public come into contact with state government employees;  

o Congregate care facilities, including nursing facilities, assisted living residences, 

intermediate care facilities, and group homes;  

o Prisons;  

o Jails;  

o Emergency medical and other healthcare settings (including hospitals, ambulance service 

centers, urgent care centers, non-ambulatory surgical structures, clinics, doctors’ offices, 

and non-urgent care medical structures)  

o Personal services; and  

o Limited healthcare settings  

• For counties with a one week disease incidence rate in excess of 35 per 100,000, face coverings 

are also required in a public indoor space where 10 or more unvaccinated individuals 

or individuals of unknown vaccination status are present.   

o As of April 15, El Paso County’s incidence is at 204.7 per 100,000  

• Exceptions to face coverings include:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNbRJfjyHoPrUbNNALtTPgvG93FPY_NZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNbRJfjyHoPrUbNNALtTPgvG93FPY_NZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LgpEBoFe7rPq5Lj-TnHBaC3LY0uuFlGI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TnvLXscC8xFzEOhg4L6Wm1z6fwtchozT/view


o Individuals 10 years of age or younger  

o Individuals who cannot medically tolerate face coverings  

o Individuals participating in one of the activities described in Section II.I of Executive 

Order D 2020 138  

• Face coverings may be removed in a school classroom setting for the limited purpose of playing 

an instrument that cannot otherwise be played while wearing a face covering  

• Travelers are still required to wear masks, per the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 

(CDC) Order issued on January 29, 2021  

 

Businesses and Government Entities  

 

• Face coverings: all employers must implement the face covering requirements in Executive Order 

D 2021 79  

• Disease mitigation practices: employers and sole proprietors are strongly encouraged to follow 

the best practices for disease mitigation found in CDPHE guidance  

 

Outdoor Events  

 

• Unseated Outdoor Events have no restrictions.    

• Outdoor Seated Events that are ticketed events and over 30,000 square feet must consult with El 

Paso County Public Health (“EPCPH”) and Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment (“CDPHE”) on capacity limits and disease mitigation strategies prior to their event.  

• 5-Star Certified Businesses and prior approved variances remain in effect.  

 

Indoor Events  

 

• Indoor Events less than 100 people have no restrictions other than the state mask order 

requirements.    

• Indoor Events between 100 to 500 people must maintain six-foot distancing between non-

vaccinated people and unknown vaccinated people and comply with the state mask order.     

• Indoor Events over 500 people must obtain a variance from EPCPH and CDPHE prior to the 

event and comply with the state mask order.   

• 5-Star Certified Businesses and prior approved Variances remain in effect.   

• These restrictions DO NOT apply to the following sectors:  

o Places of worship and associated ceremonies,  

o Retail services,  

o Restaurants that have sit-down dining and do not have unseated areas where 100 or more 

people could gather (such as dance floors or common gathering areas), and  

o School proms and graduations that wish to exceed these thresholds shall be subject to 

review and approval by local public health agencies in accordance with 

CDPHE prom and graduation guidance.  

 

Schools and Child Care  

• Schools and child care shall work with their local public health agencies as COVID-

19 infections/cases occur, and shall follow the CDPHE Guidance for Cases and Outbreaks in 

Schools and Child Care.  

• Schools that are entirely remote learning due to ongoing COVID-19 cases and outbreaks shall not 

have in-person extracurricular activities.   

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/masks/mask-travel-guidance.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LgpEBoFe7rPq5Lj-TnHBaC3LY0uuFlGI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LgpEBoFe7rPq5Lj-TnHBaC3LY0uuFlGI/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/guidance-resources
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1goko4QZ-VNZ83hCZKDerES76F4-yYdON/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zxAc49MOJTqMttvw4WV1IrOTYyZyrmVY/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/cases-and-outbreaks-child-care-schools
https://covid19.colorado.gov/cases-and-outbreaks-child-care-schools


Additional County Restrictions  

 

• CDPHE may require counties whose resident hospitalizations threaten to exceed 85% 

of hospital or hospital system capacity to implement additional restrictions to mitigate disease 

transmission.   

 

Questions  

• Questions concerning 5 Star Program, variance requests to exceed 500 people, and outdoor 

event consultation can be directed to: COVIDBusinessRecovery@elpasoco.com   

 

El Paso County Public Health has worked closely with our community throughout this past year, 

providing persistent education, information and technical guidance, expertise and consultation, and we 

will continue to work with partners across sectors to offer this same level of support to combat COVID-

19. We recognize the impact the pandemic has had on our business community, and are cautiously 

optimistic about the opportunity to expand local capacities and reduce restrictions. To help sustain these 

efforts and keep our economy open, it is vital that we vaccinate our community as safely, quickly and 

efficiently as possible; widespread community vaccination is our most powerful tool to end this 

pandemic. While we work to increase our vaccination rates and until everyone has the opportunity to 

receive a vaccine, it remains imperative that we continue to diligently use all of the prevention tools 

available to us:  

 

• Get vaccinated  

• Wear a mask  

• Practice six feet of social distancing  

• Stay home when sick  

• Wash hands frequently   

 

Our community has made tremendous progress towards health protection, increasing vaccinations and 

working together collectively, practicing infectious disease prevention measures to end this pandemic and 

aid response and recovery efforts. We are grateful to our partners, local leaders, and residents for 

the tireless dedication and efforts in working to overcome the myriad of challenges we continue to 

face together.   

 

It is encouraging to see the light at the end of the tunnel, and the progress and hope the vaccine has 

brought. We encourage you to widely share information about vaccine resources with your own 

networks:  

 

• Visit El Paso County Public Health’s Provider Page  

• Call 2-1-1  

• Text “vaccine” (for English) or “vacuna” (for Spanish) to 667873  

 

  

 

mailto:COVIDBusinessRecovery@elpasoco.com
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/how-will-i-get-the-vaccine

