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8 ADVOCACY

The Alliance for Kids (Alliance or AFK) Council may openly and publicly support public policies and 
legislative issues which are consistent with the Alliance’s mission, vision and Strategic Plan.  The 
public policies or legislative issues must not conflict in any manner with the Alliance Bylaws or 
Strategic Plan, or the Joint Initiatives for Youth & Families (JI) Bylaws or the JI Legislative Advocacy 
and Public Policy Guide.

Endorsement of public policies or legislative issues by the Alliance Council will consist of a public 
statement of endorsement or support, or agreement with the specific public policy or legislative 
issue, and may go as far as to quantify how the policy or legislative issue is beneficial for the 
Alliance and the community.  Endorsement will not include any financial support or donations on 
behalf of the Council, the Alliance for Kids or Joint Initiatives.  

In February 2018, the Alliance for Kids Council voted to support 
pending legislation. This allows us to advocate by sharing the 
information with our community of families, partners, and 
early childhood professionals. The three items we support are:

HB18-1208:  Expand Child Care Expenses Income Tax Credit 

HB18- 1004:  Renewing the Child Care Contribution Tax Credit 

SB18- 099:  Align Early Childhood Quality Improvement Programs

Get Involved | Make Your Voice Heard
• Reach out to your congressmen to support these bills, sharing 

how a policy or proposed legislation impacts you, your 
colleagues, or community. Contact information for legislators 
is provided at Allianceforkids.org. Click on Partnerships & 
Advocacy > Advocacy > Advocacy Toolkit.

• Join the Advocacy discussion at Alliance for Kids Learning & 
Development Committee meetings.  Details are available on 
the AFK website under About Us > Council & Committees.

• Be sure to visit the Colorado Children’s Campaign website for 
full legislative updates on these items at Coloradokids.org. 

SB18-099: Align Early Childhood Quality  
Improvement Programs

• This bill concerns the alignment of early childhood quality 
improvement programs with the Colorado Shines Quality 
Rating and Improvement System (QRIS). It aligns child care 
quality improvement initiatives so that these initiatives are 
more efficient and follow best practices by revising the School 
Readiness Quality Improvement (SRQIP) and Infant-Toddler 
Quality and Availability (ITQA) grant programs to align with 
recent quality improvement initiatives.

• It amends the application and eligibility requirements for 
the School Readiness Quality Improvement Program and the 
Infant-Toddler Quality and Availability grant.

• The language of the bill has been changed to read “licensed 
programs with a demonstrated hardship that are actively 
working toward achieving a Colorado Shines System Level Two 
Rating. The Early Childhood Council must target and recruit 
programs to increase the access and availability of quality 
child care for children participating in the Colorado Child Care 
Assistance Program”.

Supportive Position
This bill is supported as a way to streamline initiatives to improve the 
quality of child care in Colorado and to ensure quality improvement 
dollars go to support the school readiness of children at sensitive 
points in their lives.

For more information on Advocacy, please contact:
Deanna Stark, Quality Improvement Navigator Specialist 

DStark@alliancekids.org | 719.291.8112
 



HB18-1208: Expand Child Care Expenses Income Tax Credit
• This bill seeks to expand the child care expenses state tax 

credit to those earning less than $150,000. The maximum 
income  currently eligible for the tax credit is $60,000. For 
all eligible taxpayers, the size of the tax credit that can be 
claimed would increase to 80% of the federal tax credit 
amount. This is a significant increase from the current 
percentage of 10-50% based on a taxpayer's Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI).

• The federal child and dependent care expenses tax credit 
is available for individuals who pay child care expenses for 
a dependent child under the age of 13.  Child care may be 
provided inside or outside of the home, and the taxpayer  
must report the persons or organizations providing child care 
on their tax return.  

• The amount of expenses upon which the federal credit is based 
is capped at $3,000 for a taxpayer with one qualifying child and 
$6,000 for a taxpayer with two or more qualifying children.

Supportive Position
Nearly two-thirds of Colorado kids under the age of six are growing 
up in families where all available parents are working. As a result, 
child care is a reality for today’s Colorado families. This tax credit 
helps families pay for safe and affordable child care so they can 
work. This bill would expand access to this credit to allow more 
working families in Colorado to benefit, and it would also increase 
the size of the credit, making a more substantial impact on Colorado 
families who are paying child care expenses. Notably, while 
expanding the credit for those currently eligible, it also extends 
eligibility to more moderate income earners, addressing the fact 
that most support for affording child care falls off just as families 
approach self-sufficiency. 

HB18-1004: Renewing the Child Care Contribution Tax Credit

• This bill would reauthorize a credit that allows individuals and 
businesses to make contributions to promote child care in 
Colorado and claim a refundable credit of up to 50 percent  
of the contribution. This bill extends the credit for five years.  
This bill is currently in place, however it will sunset in 2020. 
This bill aims to push back the sunset date to 2025.

• The 50% refundable tax credit is available to individuals 
and business that contribute to child care, after-school 
programming, youth- serving organizations, youth shelters, 
residential treatment centers access, affordability, and quality 
in Colorado.

• This bill is an important part of Colorado’s efforts to provide 
quality, affordable child care to families so parents can work.

Supportive Position
This bill is critical to providing quality child care options for children 
across Colorado, and in particular kids in families facing the most 
barriers to economic security. The Child Care Contribution Tax 
Credit (CCTC) was created in 1998 and is available to taxpayers 
who contribute to child care, foster care, youth shelters, residential 
treatment centers, before and after-school programming, and grant 
programs to help families afford child care outside of school hours. 

More than 6,000 organizations in communities throughout Colorado 
benefit from contributions that are eligible for the CCTC. These child 
care and youth programs help ensure children have quality, enriching 
experiences while at the same time allowing parents to work. 
Investing in the network of providers that support children outside  
of school time means supporting two generations (parent and child) 
at once. 


